The title compound, [Mn(C 18 H 12 N 4 O 2 )(C 4 H 6 N 2 ) 2 ], belongs to the family of 1,2-bis(pyridine-2-carboxamido)benzene (H 2 bpb) ligated metal complexes. The manganese center is octahedrally coordinated by a bpb ligand and two axial 1-methylimidazole molecules. The axial N-Mn-N group is bent with a bond angle of 151.79 (7) .
Related literature
For the structures of related Mn complexes, see Liang et al. (2007) , Lin et al. (2003) , and Havranek et al. (1999) .
Experimental
Crystal data [Mn(C 18 Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 1998); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 1998); data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXTL; molecular graphics: SHELXTL; software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL.
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Comment
In this paper, we report the structure of the title compound, a six-coordinate {bis(1-methylimidazole)}(bpb)manganese(II) (H 2 bpb = 1,2-bis(pyridine-2-carboxamido)benzene). To the best of our knowledge, this is the first reported structure of a Mn(II) complex containing ligated bpb or its derivatives. The structures of the related [Mn(bpb) et al. 2003) , [Mn(bpc)(DMF)Cl] (H 2 bpc = 1,2-bis(pyridine-2-carboxamido)-4,5-dichlorobenzene) (Liang et al.,2007) and [Mn(bpmb)(OMe)(OCOCH 3 )] (H 2 bpmb = N,N'-bis(pyridine-2-ylcarbonyl)-4-methoxycarbonylbenzene-1,2-diamine) (Havranek et al., 1999) complexes have been reported previously.
The molecular structure is shown in Fig. 1 . The manganese center is six-coordinate, displaying a distorted octahedral geometry. A bpb ligand binds to the manganese through its two deprotonated amide N atoms and two pyridyl N atoms. and Mn-N(amide) distances are significantly longer than those in the related Mn complexes reported previously (Liang et al., 2007; Lin et al., 2003; Havranek et al., 1999) . In addition, the C13-C14 and C21-C22 distances of 1.513 (3) Å and 1.526 (3) Å are slightly longer than those of the other Mn complexes mentioned above. Mn-N(1-methylimidazole) distances are 2.2552 (19) Å and 2.280 (2) Å. The axial N-Mn-N linkage is bent with a bond angle of 151.79 (7)°.
Experimental
To a CH 2 Cl 2 suspension (20 ml) of Mn(bpb)Cl (0.2 g, 0.49 mmol) was added excess piperidine (2 ml, 0.02 mol) (Aldrich Chemical Company, used as received) and then purged with nitric oxide (98%; Matheson Gas, purified by passing through KOH pellets and a cold trap (dry ice/acetone)) for 30 min. This resulted in the precipitation of a red-brown intermediate Refinement H atoms were positioned geometrically and refined using a riding model with C-H = 0.95 Å for aromatic carbons, 0.98 Å for methyl carbons. U iso (H) values were set to either 1.5U eq (RCH 3 ) or 1.2U eq of the attached atom.
supplementary materials sup-2 Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure showing the atom-numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 35% probability level (H atoms omitted for clarity).
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